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News from the Head….  

Don’t Forget our rescheduled Summer Fete is on next Friday18th September and we would love to see 

you all there. Friday 18th is also a non-school uniform day in exchange for bottles/sweets for the 

tombola. 

It has been lovely to see you all following the summer break - and a special welcome to all our new 

starters, young and old!! 

Thank you to our newest parents for coming along to the coffee morning this week. 

The children have been super enthusiastic and have settled back into school life very well.   We have 

visited the classrooms regularly and the teaching and learning has been lovely across the school. The 

children are focused and happy and we have had a very positive start.  Many thanks to Mr Shepherd and 

our site team who have worked particularly hard during the summer break to make the whole school 

look spic and span! 

We would like to give a very warm welcome Mrs Rist (Year 1), Miss Coates and Miss Buchan (F/Stage), 

Mrs Sampford (MSA) and Ms Payne (ASC) 

Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Groves.  Mrs Groves gave birth to a baby girl during 

 the summer break.  

 

                                 ALL WELCOME! On Thursday 15th October at 9am, St Catherine’s is very 
                            proud to be hosting a Macmillan Cancer Support “World’s biggest coffee  
                            morning”. The event will be run by school staff and the St Catherine’s school council               
and is                 and is a friendly social event for parents, carers and other adults in our school 
community.  Please feel free to invite grandparents, aunties and uncles to come along too. Cakes and 
tea/coffee/squash will be available for a donation into the Macmillan buckets.  
In preparation for this, we will be holding a non-uniform day on Thursday 15th October for donations 
of cakes or £1.  The event will take place on Thursday 15th October at 9am and will be held in the 
school hall. At the end of the school day, we will hold a cake sale where anyone can buy the cakes left 
over from the coffee morning.  Older children may bring in money if they are not usually collected by 
parents, but they will be responsible for looking after this themselves.  
Last year, we raised over £800 which contributed to helping support families affected by cancer all 
over the UK. Macmillan nurses are trained to provide the best cancer care possible and your donation 
will help them to make sure everyone gets the help they need. With your help we can make this year’s 
event an even greater success. Every penny raised will go directly to the charity. We look forward to 
seeing you there.  
We will be talking to the children about cancer during that week.  Obviously this will be a general 
overview and at an age appropriate level, but children may come home with further questions.  If 
there is anything you feel we should be aware of (eg, particular relevant family circumstances) or you 
would like to know more about the content of the session(s) please contact the school office.  



 

Coat Hangers! 
We will be holding a second-hand uniform sale at the 
Summer Fete on Friday 18th September and are looking 
for some child sized hangers if anyone has any to donate. 

Moving on in 2027 

Parents of Year 6 children should have received an email 

with a ‘Moving on 2027’ leaflet.  This leaflet provides the 

dates and times when all Hertfordshire schools are 

holding their open evenings for you to visit before 

applying for your child’s secondary school place.   

Can we please remind parents that these tours and open 

evenings are for children in Year 6 only. 

Online applications are now open and close on 31st 

October 2026.  For more information please visit 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions 

Harvest week  

October 19th is our harvest festival week.  

Anyone wishing to make donations to our local foodbank, 

please send in non-perishable goods on Monday -

Thursday that week.  This year we will be supporting 

Hertford, Ware & District Foodbank.  

Messages on Arbor 

Can we please ask Parents not to reply to text messages 

on Arbor as this mailbox is not monitored on a regular 

basis and your messages may be missed.  It is always best 

to email admin@stcatherines.herts.sch.uk or if urgent, 

call the office. 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medicines  

Can all medicines such as inhalers and epi- 

pens that are kept in school, please be returned to 

the school office as a matter of urgency. 

Thank you 

Medicine during the school day 

The office were inundated with medicines last term 

which is very hard to manage during the school day.  

Wherever possible, please give your child’s medicine 

to them before and after school.  Medicines such as 

antihistamine, that need to be taken once or twice a 

day, can be given at home and do not need to come 

in to school. 

Any medicines that need to be given during the 

school day such as antibiotics, should be brought to 

the school office. 

Break time Snacks  

Just a reminder that fruit/vegetable  

snacks are not provided for children in years 3-6.  

Children can bring a snack from home for morning 

break such as a piece of fruit, vegetable sticks or 

bread sticks.  If you send your child in with grapes, 

please ensure that they are cut in half lengthways as 

they can be a choking hazard. 

Children in Nursery, Reception, 1 and 2 will continue 

to receive free fruit/vegetables for their snack. 

Lunchboxes  

Peanut Butter and Nutella are not  

allowed in the children’s lunchboxes.   

We have several children in school  

with severe nut allergies.   

Please encourage healthy eating and  

we ask that you do not put sweets, 

 chocolate bars or fizzy drinks in your  

child’s lunchbox. 

Thank you for your understanding and co-operation. 

Photographer 

The School photographer will be in school on 

Tuesday 20th October to take individual and sibling 

photos.  If you would like a picture with your 

younger children that are not in school or older 

children at secondary school, please go to the school 

hall from 8am.  Siblings within the school will have 

their photo taken together during the school day.  

Pret-a-portrait have a great range of items and gifts 

that will be available to order in time for Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 and 2 Learning Café 
Parents/Carers are invited to our Learning Café in the 
school hall. 
Year 2 – Monday 5th October at 2.30pm 
Year 1 – Monday 12th October at 2.30pm 

Family Support Workers 

The HWVSP Family Support Team are a local 

organisation that supports families of school aged 

children to address social, emotional and health issues 

that are barriers to learning: they aim to have a positive 

impact on the lives of young people and their families. 

They are able to refer to many outside agencies to 

ensure you get the help you need.  Speak to the school 

office to be referred to their service. 

Visit the HWVSP Instagram page— 

hwvsp_family_support_worker 
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Ware Library 

Every Tuesday between 29 September and 20 

October, come to Ware Library for an exciting 

after school group! Aimed at children aged 7-11, 

we'll be exploring all things 'Diary of a Wimpy Kid' 

with fun activities based on the books. It's just £2.75 

per session to join and you can book at the library - 

spaces are limited.  

 

 
 

Diary Dates 

September 

18th Non-uniform day in return for bottles/sweets 

for the summer fete 

18th Summer Fete (rescheduled from 26th June) - 3-

5pm 

29th Flu Vaccines * 

October 

3rd Choir event at St Mary’s Church – all children in 

years 2-6 welcome.  9.50-10.10am * 

5th Year 2 Learning Café – 2.30pm in school hall 

12th Year 1 Learning Café – 2.30pm in school hall 

15th Non uniform day in return for Cakes or £1 for 

our Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 

 

15th Macmillan Coffee 9am in the school hall 

19th – 22nd Harvest week 

20th School Photographer – individual and 

sibling photos 

20th Parent consultations * 

21st Parent consultations * 

26th – 30th Half term 

November 

5th Flu vaccine catch-up session 

14th Foundation Stage Open day – 10am – 

1.30pm 

27th INSET day – school closed to pupils 

30th Occasional day – school closed 

December 

14th Church Service – 10am – All welcome 

15th KS1 Christmas Craft Day * 

16th Christmas Lunch and Christmas jumper day 

18th December—term ends 1.15pm 

School year 2026/27 

Autumn Term: 1st September—18th December 

2026 

INSET Day— Tuesday 1st September—school 

closed to pupils 

Children return to school—Wednesday 2nd 

September 

Half term : 26 October 2026 – 30 October 2026 

INSET Day—Friday 27th November—school 

closed to pupils 

Occasional Day—Monday 30th November—

school closed 

18th December—term ends 1.15pm 

Spring Term: 4th January 2027—25th March 

2027 

INSET day—Monday 4th January—school closed 

to pupils 

INSET day Friday 12th February 2027—school 

closed to pupils 

Half term : 15 February 2027 – 19 February 

2027 

25th March—term ends 1.15pm 

Summer Term: 12th April—22nd July 2027 

Bank Holiday—Monday 3rd May—school closed 

Half term : 31 May 2027 – 4 June 2027 

21st July—term ends 1.15pm 

INSET day Thursday 22nd July 2027 

 

* Information to follow 



 


